
IN THE SUPREME COURT Of THE 
STATE OF NEVADA 

IN THE MATIER OF A MEMORIAL TO THE 
HONORABLE JOHN CODE MO\~iBR,\Y 

ORDER 

As an expression of the esteem and respect held by the Bench 
and Bar of the State of Nevada for the late Honorable John Code 
Mowbray. who passed away in Las Vega~ on l>vfarch 5. 1997, 

IT Is H11,i'BY Ch:DERED that rhe following merm,i rnl be printed 
in the next published volume of rhe Nc:vada Report, 

Dated thi~ ~~,1d day of May. 2003. 

BY THE COURT 

DEBOR·\H A. AGOSTI, Chief Justice 

MIRIAM S!lEARlNG ROBERT E RosJc 
Associure Justice Associale Justice 

MYRON E. LEAVITT NANCY A. BECKER 

Associate Justice Associate Justice 

A. WlLLIA'v! MAUPIN MARK GIBBONS 

Associate Jusi/ce Associote Justice 

MEMORIAL 
John Code Mowbray was born in Bradford, Illinois, on 

September 20, 1918, the son of Thomas J. and Ellen Driscoll 
(Code) Mowbray. He received his early educati<,n in the public 
schools of Bradford, Illinois, !n 1940, he graduated from Western 
Illinois University with a degree in education, Mam years later, 
his undergraduate alma mater honored him with its Outstanding 
Alun,nus Award and named a campus buildiIJg, Mowbray Hall in 
his honor. 

Justice Mowbray was teaching high school in Illinois while sav­
ing money fen Im, school when Wurld War II intenencd, He put 
his law school plans on hold and enlisted in the United States 
Army Air C, ,rps. He served for five years from l 'J,i2 to l 946. 
During that time, he attended the School uf Military Government 
at the University of Virginia and the Civil Affair~ Training School 
at Northwestern University During his military service, he also 
acted as the Miiit;,ry Governor of 1 Korean province He left the 
service in :,;,;ptemh:r 1946, h<1vin1c risen to the rank of major. 
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Aft,:r his miliwrv ,-e1Tic:!, Justice Muv.h·av attended Ja,,' sch,,,,! 
at the Universiiy ot Notre D,ime, graduaung in 1°49 with honors. 
He would later receive an honorary degree of dn:tor d humane 
letters from Western Illinois l'.niversity in 1976 and an honorary 
degrre ol doctor of hws from the Uni""'rsit) of Neva,!<> l <>s 
\"egas. in 1978. While at l:·fotre Dam,. JustH e Mowbray m,·, l 1,: 
s,,nawr Patrick I\L!c1rran. who encoun,2cd him to conskkr start­
i,,g his legal career ,,. Nevada. Tal,.,, g 'enator McCa1 s 
advice, Justice Mowbray and his wife, Kathlyn Hammes 
Mowbray. moved to Las Vegas in 1949. The couple would raise 
four sons in Las Vegas-John. Romy, Jerry, and Terry 

Jus1ice Mowbray was admitted to the S!:itc Bar of Ne\ :i.da in 
Pl!CJ He started !:t :egal career as on.- ,,r only two de;-·,itie~ i;; 

the l iark County Drstn.:., Attorney'::, OH,~e He worked in Li.,; 

offke until 1953, when he opened a private law office. 
In 1955, Justice Mowbray started what would become a long 

and distinguished judicial career. From !955 until l 959, he served 
as the only United States Referee in Bankrup,cy for the District 
pf l'icvada-the equ:\ alem of today·s U,·.;1, d States Bai;hxupt, ,, 
Judgt·"· In 1959. G,•\ernor Grant Sa\,yer appointed hirn a\ the 
•.I'.,trict judge in Department 3 of the Eighth Judicial Di~tri, 1 

Court. At the time, the Eighth Judicial District Court had a large 
backlog of cases that eventually caused a moratorium on civil tri­
als in the district. Justice Mov;bray instituted ,, master calendar 
rrogram that successfnlly reduceJ the hacklog, tor which he ,,::r 
recognized by N<°'V, \1.ll'k University· s American Institute of 
Ju:.kictl Adrninist;at,Oll During his te0w•c on the dist1id ,·uun 
bench, Justice Mowbray hmght for passage of the state's first Im,.'., 
to protect mistreated and ahused children. He also ~ecured a Ford 
Foundation grant to establish N e•:ada' s first public defender pro­
gram-the Clark County Public Defender's Office-in 1966. He 
,.vmild later secure ttie passage of sutc legi,lation to e~•. hli:,h a 
state·:, 1de public defrndt'l program. In addHion to pursui!)l! • 
rd('!rns, he continucJ his commitment a', an educator, ser\'ing ,,n 
we 1ai.;ulty at the .National College of ;)late Court Judiciary. While 
on the faculty, he befriended a colleague, the late United States 
Supreme Court Justice Thomas Clark, who became his mentor. 

On August 11. 1967. Governor Paul Laxalt appointed Justice 
:vJowh·ay to fill om, ,if Lvo new seat" on the Nevada S:;prerfr. 
Coun. He took c ,T,:c on October 2, IQ67, .,nd won four •le<::iom, 
ai;j ,crved as chiet several time,. , ,er rhe next tws:nt:, 
years. Popular with the voters, during his last eiection, he 
received more ,otes than "ny other elected offo,ia! in the history 
of the state. When he joined the ~upreme court, George Dickerson 
ga,·c the following dc,;cription of him: '",\; a person. b: ;~ a 
de, ·•n man, a hu,, ·-irnnan of cornpa~•.; :,:Jtc: understanc ·:,'.: ,•s :, 
l,1\V<!. he was a \1i•acic , reader v.ith a,1 in;atiable ap1~,:tite 
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,, iudge. he evidenced a inci,ive and 
mind that grasps am -..\>ntro!lmg legal 

principle." Judge Thomas Craven echoed those obsen ,Hlons: 
·'Throughout his entirt legal career fJustice Mowbray] has shown 
a constant and um¼n ering devotion and commitment to high 
moral values, and th,1t commitmcm lP moral values has been skili­
fully expressed by superior abilitie~ thrnugh his chosen profe~sion 
as a lawyer and as a judge:· 

Justice Mowbray received many accolades during his judiciai 
career fo i G70. he became the firs( supremL" ~•.mrt j,;"1 i,~e to be 
J\,;;rdcd t!1t~ Ret'.ional NAACP Equ,.:; Ju~1ice Aw:nd for the 
\\i State~. l L· also received the Ju·· ·d from 

T~;,, i Lawyers Associatirn · i' Award 
.,;,.. ,,n Bar Association L ,:srk Cutrnty Bar 

.Judicial Officer of the \c ,:,i ,rum the State 
Sheri( . ,,L,;c Association, and the A1E, : .. 1:1ation League's 
Torch ot Liberty Award for advancing the cause of human rights. 

Throughout his lega; ..:areer, Justice Mowbray contributed his 
energies to the community in which he lived. He was instnm1en­
tal in the formation of Bishop Gorman High School, donating the 
land for the school and encouraging a religious order from Illinnif; 
to staff and teach at the school. He also helped estabfr,;h the 
Home of the Good Shep:mJ. a fac1iity that counseled troubled 
yrnm,2 -;m,thcm Nevada women for dee.de·, For rn,11.: than two 
de:.: ,,c: sen ed on the Board of Ne\ 

• 0;:,,iic Community Service 
kauu ' :, r;, in numerous local <H:•:I 
he wa,- : .. outing and wa~ a mem:,._ Buu!der Dam 
i\rea C, ; J:e scouts honored hin, \•. Silver Beaver 
Award in i9,,: ,md the Silver Antelope .\\-.,;;·d 1,, J98::'.. 

After twenty-five years on the Nevada Supreme Court-the 
second-longesr continuous ~ervice on the court by any single .ius­
tice-Justice Mowbray retired in January I 993. He passed away in 
Las Vegas on March 5, 199 ~. 

ving in 
. :,r":a111Lat10ns, 


